Structures: Patterns of Meaning

Plot Elements Plot Diagram

Plot: A plot is a chain or series of
related events that tells us what Climax
happens in a story. Plots are built
with the following basic elements:
exposition, conflict, rising action,
climax, and resolution.

Falling Action
Rising Action g

Exposition: The introduction or

exposition gives us the setting,

characters, and basic situation. Rising Action
In addition, it often reveals the
conflict or problem between two
or more characters or two or
more opposing forces.

Resolution

f Denouement
Exposition

Setting: The setting is the time and place of a story.

Conflict: A conflict is a struggle between opposing characters or forces. In an external conflict a
character struggles with another character, society, or a natural force. In an internal conflict a
character struggles with himself or herself; it is a struggle between his or her opposing needs,
desires, or emotions. The conflict in a story is what drives or causes the rising action and climax.
Solving the conflict or problem is what brings about falling action and resolution.

Rising Action: This phrase describes what happens as the main character tries to solve the
problem or end the conflict. Each time the main character or protagonist tries to solve the
problem or conflict, he or she is confronted with a complication. In other words, rising action is a
series of complications that make it increasingly difficult for the main character or protagonist to
solve the problem or conflict.

Complication: A complication is something that occurs during the rising action that also makes the
problem or conflict even more difficult to solve.

Climax: The climax is the point in a story that creates the greatest suspense or interest. It is
often called the "turning point"” of the story, and it is usually the last time the two opposing forces
will confront one another. At the climax something happens that reveals or tells us how the conflict
will turn out — or how the problem or conflict will be resolved.

Falling Action: The series of events between the climax and the resolution.

Resolution: The resolution is the final part of the story, in which the conflict is resolved and the
story is brought to a close. All of the loose ends are tied up — meaning all of our questions have
been answered and we know what happens to whom. Denouement is another word often used fo
describe this portion of a narrative.



Subplots and Parallel Episodes

Subplots are plots that are part of the main story but are not as important. In other words,
they are a minor plot that relates in some way to the main story.

For example, Spider-Man has a conflict with the Green Goblin in one movie and Doc Oc in another;
how those conflicts came to be and how they are resolved are the stories told by the plot of each
movie. But Spider-Man also has problems with Mary Jane in both movies; how his problems with
Mary Jane developed and how they are resolved is a subplot in each of the two movies.

Another example is the conflict between Superman and Lex Luthor; how that conflict came to be
and how it is resolved is the plot of the story for the first movie. But Superman also likes Lois Lane
and they have a hard time getting fogether; how Superman resolves his problem with Lois Lane is a
subplot.

Parallel episodes are elements of a plot that are repeated.
A good example of parallel episodes is the story of the Three Little Pigs.

You may remember that in this story the big bad wolf threatened to blow down the house of each
of the three little pigs. The wolf began by blowing down the house of straw; he then blew down the
house made of wood; finally, he tried to blow down the house made of bricks. Each fime he
approached a pig's house, he began by saying, “T'll huff and T'll puff and T'll blow your house down."

Because the wolf repeats his actions, they are parallel episodes.

Strategy: Figuring Out and Summarizing Plot

A strategy called “somebody wanted but so” can help you figure out most plots. Think of
"somebody” as the main character. "Wanted” is what that character wants. "But” means
complications develop that make it harder for the character to get what he or she wants. “So”is
how it all works out at the end. See page 1 of your Interactive Reading handbook for more details.



Characters

Character: A character is a person or an animal in a story, a play, or another literary work.

Characterization: Characterization is the way a writer reveals or shows us the personality of a
character. Characterization is not the person or animal himself or herself — it is what kind of
individual he or she is or is becoming and how that is shown to us.

Protagonist: The main character in a work of literature. The protagonist is involved in the story's
main or central conflict. Spider-Man and Superman are protagonists.

Antagonist: The character in a story who opposes the protagonist. The Green Goblin, Doc Oc, and
Lex Luthor are antagonists.

Other Reading Concepts and Skills You Should Know

Context Clues: Hints given fo us about what a word or phrase means. Such hints or clues come
from the way an author uses the word or phrase in a sentence, paragraph, or setting.

Foreshadowing: Foreshadowing is the use of clues or hints to suggest events that will occur later in
the plot. Foreshadowing is used to build suspense, interest, and anxiety in the reader.

Infer: To infer is o come to or draw a conclusion based on information you are given. It is to begin
to believe or have an opinion that something is probably true because of information you have
learned. When you have done this you have made an inference.

Predict: To predict is to state what will happen in the future, and to do so based on facts and
other evidence. To make predictions in a story, look for clues that the writer gives you. Try to
connect those clues with other information you may have — information from the story you are
reading, other stories, or your own life experience.



Writing Concepts:
Informational, Reading, and Writing Terms

Proposition or thesis: An important idea or opinion; a statement in which you or another person
expresses a judgment or opinion.

Reason: In informational and persuasive materials reasons tell us why you believe a proposition or
thesis to be true. A reason is a cause, fact, or other item that explains why something happens,
exists, or is true.

Support: When used as a noun it means the facts, statistics, examples, and other items you offer
to show that your proposition or thesis is correct. When used as a verb it means fto offer the
material that shows your proposition or thesis is correct.

Anecdotes: Brief stories, including personal experiences; they are often used to show that
something is true.

Definitions: The meanings of words or phrases.
Examples: Specific instances that illustrate, demonstrate, or show reasons or facts.

Fact: A fact can be verified, proved, or shown to be true. It can be proved by direct observation
or by checking a reliable source. Facts include the results of scientific research and surveys.

Opinion: A belief or attitude.

Opinions from experts: A belief, attitude, or conclusion about something from someone with
special training, knowledge, skills, or experience in the area being discussed, examined, evaluated,
or talked about.

Statistics: Facts in number form.

Evaluate: To evaluate is to carefully consider or examine something in order to make a judgment,
draw a conclusion, or form an opinion about it.

Evaluation: An evaluation is the act or process of carefully considering, judging, or drawing a
conclusion about something.

Narrative: A narrative is a story or a description of events told as a story.
Narration: Narration is the kind of writing that tells a story.

Revise: To revise is to change something because of new information or ideas. Some of the things
you can revise are plans, opinions, persuasive essays, and narratives.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


