




Columbian eighth graders leaving a great legacy behind 
by Shellie Tran 

This school year has finally come to an end. Seventh-graders 
will soon become eighth-graders, and eighth graders will soon 
transition to high school. 

We’ve all worked hard throughout the year, and will continue 
to do so as well. We should thank our teachers who’ve worked so 
hard to teach us and who have given us plenty of inspirations. 
Hopefully for our incoming freshmen, they will have teachers as 
awesome as these Columbia teachers.  This year’s class of 2012 
is and always will be a huge group of smart, determined, and 
strong human beings. Because of Columbia’s tradition, pride, and 
excellence, it will help and lead us to a long path and journey of 
great adventure and fortune. 

And for all the seventh-graders, you all will be one step 
closer to becoming high school students. You will have about 
another year here at Columbia School, so spend that year wisely 
because that is the year that your high school transition will de-
pend on. Next year will be the year when all  teachers will make 
every student work hard, push every student to do the best they 
know every student can — so try to cut them some slack because 
this is almost as hard for them as it is hard for you. That is why I 
wish you incoming eighth-graders luck because you will need it. 

“These last two years at Columbia have been a life changing 
moment for me. I’ve met new people and had new teachers who 
have helped me throughout these two years. Good and bad things 
have happened, but I am always going to remember and cherish 

every single moments with no regrets.” 
Because of Columbia, we leave this school with lots of satis-

fying memories and a brain full of knowledge. Our time here has 
come to an end, but we will remember the years at Columbia 
forever and will be proud to say “WE ARE EAGLES!”   

Columbia Eagles volleyball team brings in a victory 
by Sergio Iribe 

All of Columbia’s teams won their first volleyball game ever 
against Frank Wright, and dominated the Knights. Their next 

opponent was Potrero and it would be an interesting challenge 
for the Eagles, to say the least. They had to go to Potrero, which 
is never easy, and try to beat the Lions ONCE AGAIN. 

The boys won the first set and looked like they would win 
easily. Then Potrero’s teams changed the rules for the second set 
and of course, we lost the second set because of that. None the 
less, the Eagles came back for the final set to win and get their 
second victory of the season.  

The game was filled with bodies flying everywhere, and both 
teams trying their best. It was full of action and came down to the 
wire. Columbia refused to lose and came out as the winners. 

The girl’s game was not different. It might have even been 
better. The rule change that had affected the boys’ game had also 
affected the girls’ game.  

They won the first set without much problem, and then rolled 
around the second set. That’s where the problems began as they 
changed the rules and gave Potrero the advantage.  

They went to the final set as well.  
That’s when the lady Eagles showed what it takes to be a 

championship team and pulled out a tough win. Both our teams 
are now 2-0 and are inching closer to yet another championship. 
The eagle’s athletic year has been an incredible one that’s not 
done yet.   

Columbia Player Ready for the Game — Columbian Eagles are 
anticipating another victory on the road to the championship. 

Get Use to the View — Next  year you seventh-graders will be 
in the same spot as this past years eighth-graders were, looking 
out from the south end of the new building  

Columbia Eagles’ Watch 
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Columbia shows off their dominance towards Potrero  
by Sergio Iribe 

The soccer season is coming to an end and last Friday was a 
preview of the championship game for both the girls and boys 
teams. Both games were intense, hard fought, and ended in an 
extremely dramatic fashion. It was without a doubt a place you 
would want to be if you had spare time. 

The lady Eagles are looking to defend their soccer title, but 
first, they have to beat Potrero. Both the lady Eagles and Potrero 
girls, who were undefeated, are going into the game. Each team 
was getting chances throughout the game, but it seemed as if 
Columbia had a slight edge over the Lions. It was a tough and 
physical challenge during the first half and neither team was go-
ing to give up. In the second half, one of the lady Eagles got a red 
card on a questionable call, which meant that the Eagles would 
have to play the rest of the game with 10 players instead of 11. 
The lady Eagles showed poise and kept the game 0-0. They were 
headed into overtime now. Both sides didn’t give anything up 
and that sent the game to penalties. The lady Eagles won the 
game in penalties, 2-0, in the end.  

On the other hand, the boys were trying to take the soccer 
title away from the defending champion, Potrero. Many favored 
Potrero to win the game and thought that Columbia was the un-
derdog. It didn’t seem that way at the beginning of the game 
though. The eagles came out firing and almost scoring early in 
the game. Columbia did score in the first half but, it was taken 
away on another questionable call. So going into halftime, the 
game was deadlocked at 0-0. It was an exciting second half, for it 
was full of action and gritty play.  

This game was also very physical as they gave out four yel-
low cards (two to each side). But, the game was not over as they 

would also have to go to penalties. It came down to the last pen-
alty shot, but the eagles hung on to win it 2-1.  

After these two epic games, both Columbia teams are one win 
away from a championship and will have home field advantage 
in the championship game. The Columbia boys also completed 
one of their goals with Friday’s win. They have now gone unde-
feated for the whole year in regular season play. All they need 
now is a championship to top it off. The girls were not unde-
feated for the entire year because of one loss to Trinity in basket-
ball. But, being the champions for every sport they`ve played is 
not that bad. So, with that said, the soccer championship games 
are one week away and will be the most anticipated game of the 
season.   

Jasmine Martinez taking a penalty for Columbia 

by Celeste Alfaro 
The show left the audi-

ence clapping until the very 
end! Friday’s performance 

was jam packed with skillful 
singing, jaw-dropping danc-
ing, and even trombone play-
ing.  

Mr. Galindo’s guitar club 
was strumming to “I’m 
Yours” by Jason Mraz and 
joining them was Lesley Na-
jarro, who was elegantly 
singing along. The second 
performer was Cindy 
Nguyen, who sang “Me, My-
self, and Time” by Demi 
Lovato, sounding heavenly.  

This next performance 
shocked many people at first, 
because the last thing they 
had expected to happen that 
night was watching someone 
play the tuba. No one had 
thought that Andrew Holguin 
would pull off a difficult in-
strument like the trombone, 
but he sure proved us wrong.  

Soon afterwards, Lorena 
gave a very touching show 

that was dedicated to her 
Nino who is “up above.” She 
played the legendary song 
“Don’t Stop Believing” by 
Journey on the piano! She 
played so well that the major-
ity of the audience had to 
blink away the tears in the 
end. Then Armando Hernan-
dez played “Sky Scraper” by 
Demi Lovato while Diana 
Chu sang along.  

Students really enjoyed 
Mr. Galindo and his guitar 
club, even though he was 
nervous. “I was afraid I was 
going to mess up,” he said, 
“so I was a little afraid of 
performing. I didn’t have 
much time to practice.”   

After that outstanding 
performance, Mr. Galindo 
sang to the unforgettable 
Johnny Cash song, “Walk the 
Line,” while some of his very 
talented guitar students were 

playing along. Then when we 
thought there was going to be 
no dancing, Kyanna Saldana 
showed up and blew me 
away with her creative chore-
ography and Gaga-like outfit. 

Our students sure do have 
some talent, but students 
weren’t the only ones per-
forming in Columbia’s talent 
show. 

One of our student body’s 
favorite teachers came up to 
the stage and sang with all 
his might. This beautifully 
voiced teacher was Mr. La-
chica! 

Anyone who has had Mr. 
Lachica in the past knows 
about his love for singing and 
dancing.  Students aren’t the 
only ones that have problems 
right before show time. “I 
was very nervous because my 
thought dried up,” he said.  

Mr. Lachica Showing Off His 
Incredible Dancing Skills — 
This long awaited performance 
was seen by many as the main 
event of the talent show be-
cause of his awesome dancing 
and singing skills. 

Columbia’s Talent Show Leaves Audience Breathless 



Eight Graders Enjoyed Field Trip To L.A. County Fair 

Reading Day Receives Readers and Recognition  
by Nicole Moc 

On March 2, many guests were invited 
to Columbia School. Why? Well Colum-
bia recently hosted a Read-In Day in the 
cafeteria for our K- through sixth-grade 
Eagles. Some of the successful guests that 
were invited were the Laker Girls, the 
Clipper Girls, Mr. Herrera, the City man-
ager, our Superintendent, Mr. Seymour, 
the Mayor of El Monte, Chuck-E-Cheese, 
costumed detectives and officers, police 
officers with their horses, and the mascot 
of McDonalds, Ronald McDonald.  

There were also cartoon characters 
who attended such as SpongeBob, Tweety 
Bird, Sylvester, and Clifford, the Big Red 
Dog. 

Before the Read-In-Day event began 
we had an assembly and the lunch ladies 
prepared breakfast for all the children, 
volunteers, and guests.  

Our visitors spent a lot of time reading 
stories to our students while, at the same 
time, keeping them entertained.  

During the day, student council mem-
bers were around to help supervise the 
kids and make sure the event was turning 
out smoothly. “I love Read-In-Day. We 
bring people from the community to really 
emphasize the importance and value of 

reading,” remarked our principle, Ms. 
Garcia. “It’s one of my favorite days of 
the year and it’s a Columbia tradition.” 

“It was very fun because the people in 
costumes were dancing,” said Student 
Council member Manuel Cervantes. “I 
dressed in a Mother Goose costume,” said 
Jacqueline Lam. “It was really fun. We 
were dancing with little kids and saw their 
smiling faces.”  

Towards the end of the event, Ronald 
McDonald put on a small magic show for 
the students, staff, and visitors to enjoy 
and relax form the intense reading.  

During the trick he taught the value of 
reading to the children. One of the tricks 
he performed had to deal with books.  

The volunteered kids assisted Ronald 
as he was preparing the trick. He held a 
book on his hand and flipped his hand 
upside-down. Surprisingly, the book did-
n’t fall to the floor. It, instead, stuck to his 
hand. Only the greatest of all magicians 
can pull off this amazing trick. 

After the tricks were performed, the 
event was wrapped up by our guests.  

They started to dance with the kids in 
circles. Some teachers were performing 
with instruments for the kids to enjoy. 
This brought the crowd alive and they 

were energized. 
Overall, the Read-In-Day event was a 

great success. Hopefully, the children 
learned the importance and how reading is 
used in our everyday tasks.  

Ronald McDonald Resisting Arrest —  
Ronald and a police officer are discuss-
ing Ronald’s recent parking ticket.  

 by: Celeste Alfaro 
Eighth-grade teachers and students went to the L.A. County 

Fair for a field trip. The purpose of this field trip was to get eve-
ryone to get to know each other and have a good time at the fair. 
The beginning of the field trip started off with a scavenger hunt. 
All the classrooms went crazy all over the fairground. Mr. Ma-
son’s homeroom was the winner. It was fun despite the hot 
weather during that day. 

After the scavenger hunt students were allowed to roam 
around the fairground, enjoying themselves by watching shows, 
playing games, petting farm animals, riding roller coasters, and 
most of all, hanging with friends. “My favorite part was watching 
a cooking presentation with my friends,” Kim Santos said. “I 
rode on the log ride with my friends Brenda, Diana, and Autumn. 
I didn’t like the log ride at all because my phone got wet!”  re-
ported eighth-grader Emmy Pham. 

When it was time to go, students were burning red because of 
how hot the sun was blazing down on them, but they got some 
time to cool down while watching a brave woman bungee jump 
from about three stories high. She landed safe and sound thank-
fully.  

On the way to the bus students caught up with each other, 
telling what each had done. Many students’ eyes were on Felipe 
Perez’s giant minion that he won. That thing was three times 
bigger than Felipe! In the end, students had fun working as a 
team, playing games, and most important, being with friends.  
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7th-Grade Columbia Teachers 

Emmy Ngo Christine Jung Nikki Young 

Sara Schommer Michelle Sloat Christina Sham 

Dante Zarate Mag Lachica Chris Lozano 

Angela Quon Justo Sham Kathleen Sesplaukis 



Maribel Garcia Geoff Zamarripa 

Andrea Cortez 

Juan Flores 

Gonzalo Raygoza 

Eliza Blanco Bill Mason Diva Vasquez 

Pedro Galindo 

Juan Scull Frank Jansen Alec Moreno 

8th-Grade Columbia Teachers 





































Mock Trial is a program which enables students to experience real life law 
cases in order to explore and prepare for possible future careers as attor-
neys. Columbia’s seventh-grade Eagles participated in their second Mock 
Trial event on March 24, 2012. The trial was held in a real court with a 
real judge. During the trial, each side tries an actual case that has already 
been tried in a real court. In this event, Columbia went up against Gidley. 
Two trials were held using the same case. In the first round one school 
acted as the defense while the other acted as the prosecution; the roles 
were reversed in the second trial. 

All the victims and witnesses were based on a true case. This year, the case 
was about a twelve-year-old boy named Angel who claimed he was hit in the 
head by a high school student named Jesse. The attorneys for the prosecu-
tion had to prove that Jesse threw the brick that hit Angel, and the de-
fense had defend Jesse. Every student was either an attorney or a witness. 
Each witness was asked a few questions based on the role they were playing.  
The students can’t wait until next year to start Mock Trial again. 
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